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FOREWARD 

The first issue of this guide was compiled in 1990 and was based on a series of eight articles published in Marine Modelling 

magazine during 1989.  In producing a booklet it was possible to include much additional detail and to provide listings for 

certain manufacturers whose ranges were out of production and whose models would therefore not be listed in dealersô 

catalogues.  Issue 1 then contained listings for Eagle*, Ensign, Hornby Minic/Rovex*, Airfix*, Casadio*, Triang*, Delphin, 

Hansa, Star and Wiking.  Issue 2 (which appeared in 1996) repeated those asterisked and added full lists for Len Jordan 

Models, Pedestal, Fleetline and Nelson.  With UK collectors in mind, all British models produced by a further eighteen 

manufacturers were listed in tables, most of which have been retained and updated for this issue. 

Issue 3 appeared in 1999, followed five years later by Issue 4 which was available on CD only but added a digital photo 

library.  Issue 5 in 2008/09 heralded the pdf download version with many new images.  With all issues most entries are 

reviewed and of course new manufacturers added.  It has been decided to retain previously mentioned manufacturers for the 

record, even if some are long out of production. Model lists for American ships are included for Hansa, Trident Alpha, 

Navis (capital ships only), Star and Wiking.  Although several of these makes are out of production, models can still be 

found second-hand and in some cases the only source of a particular ship may be a discontinued range.  Other American 

ship models in current/recent production are mentioned with the descriptions of the manufacturer concerned. 

One of the most difficult tasks is determining what models have and have not been released, and which may have been 

deleted.  Some are catalogued but never produced.  To check for current availability the web sites mentioned below are 

especially useful.  The most useful works of reference ï model listings - must be Wiedlingôs Ship Model Registers (released 

models by country & era) and the Galerie Maritim óKatalogô (all models by manufacturer) ï more on these later. Also of 

great help as to what is currently available is Wiedlingôs óLotseô (Pilot) catalogue which is a free pdf. 

Excellent sites for waterlines data include www.collnav.de, www.schiffmini.de and www.sammelhafen.com, the latter a 

feast of listings & illustrations.  Also recommended are www.wiedling.de & www.galerie-maritim.de (mail order shops in 

Germany).  Two UK based websites (both dealers) worth book-marking are www.waterline-ships.co.uk and 

www.shipmodels.co.uk  (the latter the home of óAnticsô who took over the popular Saxon Miniships dealership).  

For a pleasant and informal exchange of information and views the place to óvisitô is John Mitchellôs óDocksideô at 

www.members7.boardhost.com/Dockside. Also you should keep an eye on Iain M
c
Geachyôs interesting site at 

www.shipmodelsblueyonder.co.uk.  

 

CM KR Transvaal Castle (Union Castle Line, 1962) 

Courtesy of Marine Modelling International (www.traplet.com) Issue 6 (January 2010) was the first for many years to find 

its way into print.  With new models constantly appearing (and going out of production) it can only be a snapshot at the time 

of writing so please refer to the monthly MMI -Waterlines column for all the latest news and that extra level of detail re 

ships and models.  Check also the free pdf downloads from Traplet giving collections of previous articles on different 

themes.  A few copies of an Issue 7 were printed in September 2013 and 8 in February 2014; since Issue 9 the Guide has 

been available for free download via Traplet.  For many of the discontinued ranges the word ódoô should still be replaced by 

ódidô and one day this will be completely ódoneô!  Meanwhile thank you to readers of previous issues for your feedback and 

comments; more of the same is always welcome (khwaterlines@btinternet.com). 

Ò Kelvin Holmes 

     Issue 10, 2016 

Illustrations: those with blue backgrounds as above are of models in the authorôs collection; a few others have been taken 

from the web and are used with thanks ï acknowledgments are given and apologies to anyone inadvertently omitted.  Front 

cover features Oriana (by Skytrex), Canberra (Colonia) & Victoria (Risawoleska 245b).  

 

http://www.collnav.de/
http://www.schiffmini.de/
http://www.sammelhafen.com/
http://www.wiedling.de/
http://www.galerie-maritim.de/
http://www.waterline-ships.co.uk/
http://www.shipmodels.co.uk/
http://www.members7.boardhost.com/Dockside
http://www.shipmodelsblueyonder.co.uk/
http://www.traplet.com/
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G Homeric (White Star, 1920) 

 

Neptun HMS Hermes 

 

Albatros Strathnaver (P&O, 1931) 

 

Argonaut HMS Queen Elizabeth 
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTI ON 

AIM AND ACKNOWLEDGEM ENTS 

The aim of the guide is to provide an encyclopaedic reference of contemporary manufacturers and models (1/1200 and 

1/1250), with an emphasis on British and, to a lesser extent, American ships.  Every attempt has been made to ensure 

accuracy and completeness but as always comment on any errors or omissions would be more than welcome.  Additional 

information, particularly on the continental manufacturers identified by name only, would be especially helpful.   For 

manufacturers who are especially active with new releases (Argos, Neptun for example) this guide will always be out of 

date so please refer to the various websites mentioned throughout. 

I would very much like to acknowledge the assistance provided by Martin Brown in researching and reviewing earlier issues 

of the guide, and for the entire Triang entry; also to Paul Jacobs for information on the American scene and Keith Tatton for 

introducing me to A.J. Holladay & Co. Ltd.  May I also thank Nigel Robinson for his invaluable input re merchant ships and 

their owners.  It is hoped that existing collectors will find this latest edition useful and potential newcomers will discover the 

tremendous scope of this absorbing hobby.  Firstly a little background to the hobby, starting with the UK. 

The UK Scene 

Perhaps the first small constant scale waterline ship models to be commercially manufactured in Great Britain were Dinkyôs 

1/1800 series, with Treforest Mouldings, under the name TREMO ,  producing the first 1/1200s, both from the mid to late 

1930s.  Somewhat earlier Fred T. Jane had produced an extensive range of models to be used with his óKriegspielô but 

these were apparently not to a constant scale although of course are now collectable in their own right.  Returning to Tremo, 

however, the models were produced by a former employee of the German Wiking company and concentrated on 

contemporary warships, although production ceased when the unfortunate Herr óTremoô was interned for the duration in 

1939.  Between 1933 and about 1939 a firm called A.J. Holladay & Co. Ltd produced a range (known as Ship Series D and 

E) of 1/1200 wooden construction kits, with cast components, that were available as either kits or assembled/painted.  The 

D series included 8 warships (cruisers and battleships) and 3 liners  whilst the E series (available in finished form only) of 

accessories offered various submarines, destroyers, small merchants plus a lightship (the Nore) and a lighthouse.  There 

may also have been a model of HMS Ark Royal and 1/1200 buildings. 

 

Tremo RN óRô class battleship 

The 1940s and early 1950s was a barren time for UK collectors with little or nothing available commercially and models 

only being produced by specialist model builders such as Bassett-Lowke and in the form of official Admiralty 

Recognition Models.  The latter were not available to the general public although by the 1960s many had found their way 

into private collections via government surplus sales. All these models were hand built in wood, using fine wire where 

appropriate.  By the late 1950s the situation had improved and there were two main sources of models, both working in 

1/1200.  The Triang  die-cast range, which was in production between 1959 and 1964/5, included 40 merchant ships, 37 RN 

warships plus harbour parts and accessories. Many of these models now command high prices if in mint and boxed 

condition.  In parallel Eagle (or Eaglewall) produced a small range of plastic kits of World War 2 era RN and Kriegsmarine 

warships and auxiliaries, plus a single merchantman, 30 different moulds in total.  Some identical models were sold under 

different names and in fact 42 kits were released altogether, some as small sets.  These models were reasonably accurate and 

considering the technology of the time very acceptable, and also cheaply priced.  They were firmly aimed at the óschoolboyô 

end of the market and introduced many present day collectors, myself included, to the hobby.  

 

Triang HMS Blackpool 
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Naval Recognition USS North Carolina 

As Triang and Eagle ceased production in the mid 1960s, the American company Pyro released a few plastic kits of USN 

and IJN warships, but these were poor representations of the ships concerned and definitely intended for wargamers rather 

than collectors.  In production in France between 1962 and 1970 was the only Dinky in 1/1200 ï the liner France. 

 

Dinky 1/1200  France (Jeff Stevenson) 

By the early 1970s, the various Casadio plastic kits had become available and some of these are still in production under 

the Revell name.  Round about this time a shop in Scotland ï Argyle Models ï began to import what to us were new, and 

compared with what we were used to, rather expensive German made models by Hansa, Delphin and Wiking.  Little was yet 

known of the various mail order shops in Germany, and the vast range of models available.   

 

Hansa HMS Blake 

During the early 1970s Fleetline, Ensign and Oceanic began to produce metal ship kits and Superior were being imported 

from the USA and there was even a resurgence of the plastic kit with half a dozen 1/1200 warship releases from Airfix .  Of 

these Fleetline and Oceanic have fallen by the wayside although models by late 70s newcomer Clydeside are once more 

available.  The 1980s saw the emergence of Skytrex with their Triton 1250 series which was supplemented by the 

companyôs purchase of the German Mercator range in 1993.  After some financial problems the model ship element of the 

this firm has been re-emerged as Triton 1250.  For many years the most prolific UK manufacturer was Len Jordan, with 

models also being offered assembled and painted from various sources.   Sadly Len passed away in 2011 ï I would like to 

pay tribute to his immense contribution to the hobby.  Commercial model makers such as Ron Hughes (born 1928) and John 

Lindsay are probably no longer building but their models may still be found ï they tend to be one-offs built to order. The 

most active current UK make must be Mountford Models with Grand Fleet Miniatures a welcome new addition. 

Asonishingly the four old Pyros and Eagles HMSs King George V and Dorsetshire were re-issued by Round 2/Lindberg in 

the USA in 2015.  Look out also for what may become an important element of the hobby - 3D  printing - at 

www.shapeways.com .  


